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  https://immunicalc.tempsite.nz/
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- Aotearoa Immunisation Register (AIR) Update for General Practice

• Q& A 

https://immunicalc.tempsite.nz/


WellSouth Immunisation Catch Up Calculator 

Background: 

• The WellSouth Immunisation Catch Up Calculator was designed in 2018 to address the 
challenges of converting Migrant Childrens Overseas Immunisation records to the New Zealand 
Immunisation Schedule 

• Clinical Review was undertaken by Ministry of Health Immunisation Team & IMAC (2018)

 - Clinical Audit of 134 previous (manual) Catch Ups (Southern DHB: 2018) 

• Immunisation Coordinators have been using the Calculator since 2019 

 – roll out has been delayed while we sort PMS / NIR Data Entry 

• It differs in process and intent to the Gen2040 Best Care Immunisation Catch Tool;

 - This tool calculates Overdue Catch-Up from records already in the PMS. 

• Immunisation Co-ordinator support will remain available for difficult Catch Ups 

• We also have a supporting Interpretation Tick Sheet available 

• Our aim is to get the Calculator ‘writing’ directly into Aotearoa Immunisation 
Register (AIR) 



How The Calculator Works

• The Immunisation Calculator measures against the current New Zealand National 
Immunisation Programme (NIP) for children prior to their 10th birthday.

• It is an API - Application Programme Interface; a software intermediary that allows 2 
applications to talk to each other 

• It is designed as a Clinical Tool – rather than an Administration Tool 

• The Calculator must only be used where there is a sighted Immunisation Record 

• All results should be checked against the Principals of Catch Up as per the  Immunisation 
Handbook Appendix 2

• The Calculator uses an Antigen Count:

• Data is entered by Antigen - to allow for international differences in vaccine combinations

• Doses are counted by Antigen

• Catch Ups are reported by Antigen 

• The Vaccinator is required to determine the most appropriate NZ Schedule vaccine 
combination for vaccination against the Plan



How The Calculator Works (continued) 

• The Tool does not save any information (no Privacy Considerations) 

o  The Calculation Outcome can be printed or saved as PDF

• Dates are Entered via the drop-down Calendar, or written directly into the Date Field 

• The Catch-Up Plan documents ‘Due Today’ with future Spacing & Dates 

o NB the dates are only relevant if the vaccination is given on the day

o You may wish to rerun the Calculator at the next visit 

• The Catch-Up Plan has a Notes Section that provides the rationale for any exclusions

• The ‘Help and Support’ page will be updated in a planned upgrade 



Antigen Definitions 

• DTaP - is collectively documented as Diphtheria, Tetanus & acellular Pertussis 

- it does not have the option to break down further

- remembering this is only for those Under the age of 10 years 

• BCG has been added for completeness but there is no algorithm calculation 

• Polio – Oral Polio (OPV) & Inactivated Polio (IPV) will both be counted but ensure 

that at least one recorded IPV  

• MMR – can be split to record Measles, Mumps or Rubella by ‘clicking on the … 

after MMR (I’ll demonstrate this shortly) 

• Meningococcal B (Bexsero) has recently been added for Under 5-year Schedule 

• Covid Vaccines are NOT built into the Calculator or algorithm 



Catch Up Rules

References: Immunisation Handbook and Early Administration of Vaccines (IMAC) 

• 4 Week (28 day) spacing rather than Schedule spacing – except for Men B

• Includes the Early ‘4 Day’ Rule 

–Allows for the 3 Month Event to be given from 12 weeks of age

• Rotavirus, Pneumococcal & Hib are removed from the Calculation at the appropriate 

ages 

• MMR before 12  months = 0 Dose 

• Allows 4 Year DTaP to be given from 3 ½ years as a Catch Up only

Remember to Clinically Review the Catch-Up Plan 

-  the PCV Rule can be complex across age bands; please check carefully

-  double check the Meningococcal B Catch Up for correctness 



WellSouth Immunisation Catch Up Calculator 

https://immunicalc.tempsite.nz/

Log In: calc

Password: immunity321

Using the Calculator with Examples

Entering Immunisations onto PMS / NIR needs to be done at the Practice 
 - NIR Staff will monitor from their end 
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Immunisation Update 

It is ironic and sad that the COVID pandemic created fantastic 
vaccines that significantly mitigated the damage of COVID 

internationally and yet the outcome has been a loss in 
confidence in all vaccines. 

It appears that the learnings from scientific methodology are 
getting lost in a complex and mistrustful world ramped up by 

the damage of social media misinformation and 
disinformation.

•

• Nikki Turner Paediatric Vaccine Research Review Issue 55 2023



Immunisation Resources 

• Multiple Communications & Resource Sites

➢ Immunisation Handbook 
https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/publications/immunisation-handbook-2020-v22-v2.pdf

➢ Cold Chain https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/for-the-health-sector/vaccine-information/vaccine-

service-delivery/cold-chain-standards-for-vaccines

➢ Immunisation Advisory Centre (IMAC) https://www.immune.org.nz/

➢ Influenza Website   https://www.influenza.org.nz/

➢Health Pathways  https://southern.communityhealthpathways.org/LoginFiles/Logon.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f

• National, District and WellSouth  Newsletters/ Updates 

• Direct to the Public Marketing
– https://www.immunise.health.nz/

– Book My Vaccine 

– Direct Phone & Texting  

https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/publications/immunisation-handbook-2020-v22-v2.pdf
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/for-the-health-sector/vaccine-information/vaccine-service-delivery/cold-chain-standards-for-vaccines
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/for-the-health-sector/vaccine-information/vaccine-service-delivery/cold-chain-standards-for-vaccines
https://www.immune.org.nz/
https://www.influenza.org.nz/
https://southern.communityhealthpathways.org/LoginFiles/Logon.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://www.immunise.health.nz/


Immunisation Resources 

Resources 

• Health Ed   https://healthed.govt.nz/collections/all

• IMAC Website  https://www.immune.org.nz/

• Immunisation DropBox

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/8sxalzeh2bbhrviumsdn4/h?dl=0&lst=&r

lkey=7wi4jptjya48cpxzz39lmmjgy

– Consent Forms  Covid, Flu, Covid/Flu, MMR, Boostrix, Pregnancy: Boostrix/Flu/Covid  

• BlueStar Portal   https://portal.bluestar.co.nz/login/bluestar

https://healthed.govt.nz/collections/all
https://www.immune.org.nz/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/8sxalzeh2bbhrviumsdn4/h?dl=0&lst=&rlkey=7wi4jptjya48cpxzz39lmmjgy
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/8sxalzeh2bbhrviumsdn4/h?dl=0&lst=&rlkey=7wi4jptjya48cpxzz39lmmjgy
https://portal.bluestar.co.nz/login/bluestar


Meningococcal B (Bexsero) 
additional Resource

• Paracetamol Recommendation for Meningococcal B (Bexsero) for children Under 2 
years  - New Resource

• To highlight the new Meningococcal B (Bexsero) paracetamol recommendation 
resource from the National Immunisation Programme (NIP) Dropbox & Health Ed 

 

 



Paracetamol Standing Order 

• IMAC provide a Standing Order template for the administration of prophylactic 
paracetamol for use in Bexsero administration

• https://www.immune.org.nz/factsheets/paracetamol-standing-order-template

• If you intend implementing this standing order, ensure you are adhering to the MOH 
Standing Order Guidelines 

– Note the specific dosing regimen for premature babies of 10 mg/ kg instead of the 15/kg for 
full term babies.

https://www.immune.org.nz/factsheets/paracetamol-standing-order-template
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.govt.nz%2Fpublication%2Fstanding-order-guidelines&data=05%7C01%7CJillian.Boniface%40wellsouth.org.nz%7Ca38c0e6d41dd447e7b7e08db872a114d%7Cf4cab298285940c9b7a21c7888ea0f08%7C0%7C0%7C638252386973183468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=00m71UJs2e%2F9h7kjeHycN6F9Zf4fsWvNcmu%2FKw%2BLDd8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.govt.nz%2Fpublication%2Fstanding-order-guidelines&data=05%7C01%7CJillian.Boniface%40wellsouth.org.nz%7Ca38c0e6d41dd447e7b7e08db872a114d%7Cf4cab298285940c9b7a21c7888ea0f08%7C0%7C0%7C638252386973183468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=00m71UJs2e%2F9h7kjeHycN6F9Zf4fsWvNcmu%2FKw%2BLDd8%3D&reserved=0


Aotearoa Immunisation Register (AIR) Update 
for General Practice 



Southern: Immunisation Contact Details

Helen Turner: Otago Immunisation Coordinator  Phone: (03) 476 9832 Mobile: 027 600 4802

• Email: helen.turner@southerndhb.govt.nz

Nicky Ford: Otago Immunisation Coordinator  Phone: (03) 476 9802 Mobile: 027 361 1251

• Email: nicky.ford@southerndhb.govt.nz

Meg Paulin: Central Otago & Lakes Immunisation Coordinator        Mobile: 027 539 7889

• Email: meg.paulin@southerndhb.govt.nz

Suzanne Knowler  Southland Immunisation Coordinator  Phone: (03) 211 8634 

Mobile: 027 539 7888

• Email: suzanne.knowler@southerndhb.govt.nz

National Immunisation Register (NIR) 0800 787 998 nir@southerndhb.govt.nz

• note will change to AIR Administration Team

WellSouth Immunisation Key Contacts Details 

Paul Phelan: Project Manager; Immunisation Ph: 022 0166 171    paul.phelan@wellsouth.org.nz

Jillian Boniface: Immunisation Advisor Ph: 022 012 4047  jillian.boniface@wellsouth.org.nz

General Enquiries & Information https://wellsouth.nz/care-provider

mailto:helen.turner@southerndhb.govt.nz
mailto:helen.turner@southerndhb.govt.nz
mailto:helen.turner@southerndhb.govt.nz
mailto:meg.paulin@southerndhb.govt.nz
mailto:suzanne.knowler@southerndhb.govt.nz
mailto:nir@southerndhb.govt.nz
mailto:paul.phelan@wellsouth.org.nz
mailto:jillian.boniface@wellsouth.org.nz
https://wellsouth.nz/care-provider


Discussion / Question & Answer
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